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" You may conceive," said Wilhelm, " what we young ones
lost, when all these articles were taken down and sent away. It
was the first mournful period of my life. I cannot tell you how
empty the chambers looked, as we saw those objects vanishing
one by one, which had amused us from our earliest years, and
which we considered equally unalterable with the house or the
town itself."
" If I mistake not, your father put the capital produced by the
sale into some neighbour's stock, with whom he commenced a sort
of partnership in trade."
" Quite right; and their joint speculations have prospered in
their hands. Within the last twelve years, they have greatly
increased their fortunes, and are now the more vehemently bent
on gaining. Old Werner also has a son, who suits that sort of
occupation much better than I."
" I am sorry the place should have lost such an ornament to it
as your grandfather's cabinet was. I saw ii but a short time prior
to the sale : and I may say, I was myself the cause of its being
then disposed of. A rich nobleman, a great amateur, but one who,
in such important transactions, does not trust to his own solitary
judgment, had sent me hither, and requested my advice. For six
days I examined the collection; on the seventh, I advised my
friend to pay down the required sum without delay. You were
then a lively boy, often running about me; you explained to me
the subjects of the pictures; and in general, I recollect, could give
a very good account of the whole cabinet."
" I remember such a person; but I should not have recognised
"him in you."
" It is a good while ago, and we all change more or less. You
had, if I mistake not, a favourite piece among them, to which you
were ever calling my attention."
" 0 yes; it represented the history of that king's son dying
of a secret love for his father's bride."
" It was not, certainly, the best picture; badly grouped, of
no superiority in colouring, and executed altogether with great
mannerism."
" This I did not understand, and do not yet; it is the subject
that charms me in a picture, not the art."
"Your grandfather seemed to have thought otherwise. The
greater part of his collection consisted of excellent pieces; in
which, represent what they might, one constantly admired the

